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Nowadays, the field of higher education is constantly changing, and countries around 
the world create, modify and expand their systems of higher education based on their 
needs and purposes. EducationIRAN has been conceived within such a mindset as 
the necessity of entering the international landscape of higher education, as well as 
participating in constructive cooperation and competitions on a global scale, is crucial 
now more than ever before. 

Managing and monitoring the international aspects of Iran’s higher education, as the 
main purpose of EducationIRAN, led to the current series of standards. These standards establish criteria 
for observing and maintaining institutional quality through the assessment of institutions’ effectiveness 
in the fulfillment of their missions, and provide them with an enhancement plan to improve the quality of 
student learning, student services, and their curricula. 

We hope all member institutions work toward enhancing the quality of their programs and services within 
the context of internationalization of higher education. 

Dr. Mohammad Bagher Larijani
Deputy Minister of Education
Ministry of Health and Medical Education



Deputy Minister of Education
 Ministry of Health and Medical Education





Ministry of Foreign Affairs
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VISION:

Envisioning Iran as one of the major hubs of higher education in the future, EducationIRAN will strive to lower the 
drawbridge between Iran’s higher education and the world which awaits outside. We recognize our country’s great potential 
in contributing to the global higher education community, and, more than ever before, we are willing to work toward 
realizing this potential. EducationIRAN aims to act as the main gateway in introducing Iran’s higher education to the world.

INTRODUCTION
EducationIRAN is the main organization to govern, monitor and expand the international 
aspects of Iran’s higher education system. This center facilitates Iran’s effective entrance 
into the global setting of higher education and helps the country adopt a significant role in 
this landscape.



MISSION:

In its agenda, EducationIRAN has listed many 
responsibilities. Our main aim is to develop an 
effective system which monitors and governs a great 
portion of Iran’s higher education system in terms 
of its involvement as an educational destination of 
international students.

From another viewpoint, EducationIRAN will 
provide domestic higher education institutions 
with opportunities to have a constant presence 
in the international higher education community 
and maintain productive interactions with other 
educational entities around the world. In order to 
achieve our purposes, it is of the utmost importance 
to present a unified system of higher education to 
the world. 

It is imperative to work closely with all our member 
organizations to recognize and realize common 
goals. Putting Iran on the map in the global higher 
education landscape is a vital necessity; a necessity 
which EducationIRAN has promised to fulfill.
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To be a candidate for EducationIRAN membership, all institutions are required to follow the steps below. There is no deadline 
for membership and applications can be submitted at any time during the year.

. 1 Take a self-evaluation. To do so, follow the entry requirements on page 14 to check if you are eligible for candidacy. 

If YES, go to step 2 and continue the application. 

If NO, please send us a request for «Quality Enhancement Plan» to: 

office@educationiran.com

After successfully completing the enhancement process, the institution will be evaluated by the advisory board of 
EducationIRAN to confirm it meets basic eligibility requirements. Once the institution eligibility is confirmed, it will 
be able to apply for membership through the following steps. 

HOW TO BECOME 
A MEMBER?
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. 2 Download the «Membership Application Form» from the membership section of our website (www.educationiran.
com).

. 3 Print out the application form, completely fill out the form and sign it. Institutions must provide supporting 
documents based on the main quality standards to prove their eligibility (the main quality standards are mentioned 
on page 9 and are also available in the application form).

. 4 Submit the application form with the required documents to EducationIRAN's office at the following address:

Secretariat for EducationIRAN, No. 21, Dameshgh St., 
Vali-e Asr Ave., Tehran 1416753955, Iran.

. 5 Wait for the application review results from the advisory board of EducationIRAN. This process will be 
accomplished within a period of one to three months. After completing the evaluation, institutions will recieve 
an assessment letter regarding their membership status.  

. 6 All EducationIRAN members will be monitored regularly and evaluated annually to ensure that they are working 
based on EducationIRAN criteria. An annual report will be sent to institutions who need to improve their 
weaknesses and possible shortcomings.
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If YES, go to the step 2 and continue the application. 

If NO, please send us a request for «Quality Enhancement Plan» to:

 office@educationiran.com

  

Take a Self-Evaluation 
in next page to check 
if you are eligible for 
candidacy.
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1) AN ENGLISH WEBSITE

The institution provides clear and detailed information on its website in each of the following areas. All the information should 
be written in English: 

• An introduction about the institution (known as “About Us”).

• A brief description about the institution’s schools, research centers, etc.

• Student Life: The institution provides students with comprehensive and accurate information on housing, dining, 
transportation, living costs and the city where the institution is founded.

• Admissions requirements: Including language requirements, fee charges (application fee, tuition fee, …), and all the 
other required information which has to be demonstrated for the applicants in order to complete the application.

• List of all programs taught in English: Each program should be introduced to applicants based on detailed and accessible 
information, including curriculum, admission requirements, and contact person.

ENTRY 
REQUIREMENTS
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2) PROGRAMS
All the academic programs and courses offered to international 
applicants should be described in detail and appear in both 
printed and digital institutional publications. 

3) FACULTY AND ACADEMIC STAFF
All the academic staff and research supervisors, who are 
responsible for the coordination and instruction of international 
programs and courses, are expected to have an appropriate 
level of English proficiency. Documents are needed for proof of 
qualification. 

4) STUDENT ADMISSION AND WELFARE
The institution provides students with the following services: 
International office where a sufficient number of qualified staff 
are available to students, accommodation, launch plan, English 
certificate, etc.

5) APPROPRIATE TEACHING AREAS
The institution ensures that students have access to the following 
facilities: Appropriate classrooms, laboratories, research centers, 
and other specialized teaching areas.
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MAIN QUALITY 
STANDARDS

1)  MISSION AND VISION

• Standard: The institution should publish a clearly-defined and comprehensive mission on its website.

• Guidelines:

- The institutional mission addresses the institution’s values, teaching and learning services, educational goals and 
purposes, and also indicates the institution’s vision and plans for the future. 

- The mission statement should be revealed in the institution’s website after the governing board's approval.

Required Documents 

- Mission and vision statements
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2)  ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE AND GOVERNANCE

• Standard: The institution should publish its organizational structure on its website.       

• Guidelines:

- The institution’s organizational structure is a tree diagram that represents how the roles and responsibilities are 
assigned. This diagram facilitates understanding the information flows between the different departments of the 
institution.

Required Documents 

- A hard copy of the institution’s organizational structure including the role of the relevant staff (management, 
academic and support staff) and their names.

Required Documents 

3)  PROGRAMS 

• Standard: The institution should clearly publish, on its website, a detailed list of all programs offered to 
international applicants. 

• Guidelines:

- The institution should provide students with comprehensive pre-enrolment information including: Entry 
requirements, fee charges and refund policy (if applicable).
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- The following information is required for students’ chosen programs: Curriculum (detailed program descriptions 
including both compulsory and elective courses), the exact date of examination, assessment regulations, and a 
contact person (all contact information should be included, such as e-mail, phone number and official address). 

 NOTE: If any changes occur in the schedule, the institution is responsible for making 
appropriate arrangements so that students can complete their education with minimum 
disruption. 

- The institution should clearly publish, on its website, the information and criteria regarding the transfer of credit 
earned by students at another institution.

- The institution should provide students with certificates, transcripts, and other forms of academic recognition to 
facilitate their evaluation by other academic institutions or business organizations. 

- The institution works to prevent academic misconduct, such as cheating and plagiarism by providing a 
comprehensive guideline regarding the above - mentioned subjects.

Required Documents 

- Pre-enrolment information
- Programme descriptions
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4)  STUDENT ADMISSION AND WELFARE

• Standard: The institution should publish on its website, clear and detailed information about student admission 
and welfare. 

• Guidelines:

I. Admissions:

- The institution should provide students with a clearly defined admission procedure and requirements, the 
programs/courses available, fee charges (application fee, tuition fees and living costs), living conditions, and 
accommodation. 

- The process should be defined in detail and step by step to avoid any confusion.  

II. Student Welfare:

- The institution provides new international students with student handbooks and pre-arrival information brochures 
containing accurate information on housing, dining, transportation, registration for medical treatment, bank 
account and living costs, and all the other information that are required for both living and studying in Iran. A brief 
description about the city -where the institution is founded- should also be mentioned.

- For new international students, the institution should arrange an orientation day or week prior to the commencement 
of studies in first semester that includes information on student affairs and services as well as sightseeing trip. 
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- The institution provides students with international office where a sufficient number of qualified staff are available 
to students to support them on their admission and student visa process, finding appropriate accommodation, etc. 

- If there are any sources of financial aid, the institution should ensure that these opportunities are equitably 
available to students through a well-organized application which is clearly available on its website.

Required Documents 

- Admission procedure
- Pre-arrival information
- Accommodation information: 

A) University Accommodation: Dormitory information including the name, address, capacity and 
appropriate pictures of its different places (both indoor and outdoor). 

B) Private Accommodation: general information regarding rental costs and reliable websites where 
different types of apartments are introduced for rent.

5)  FACULTY AND ACADEMIC STAFF 

• Standard: The institution should assure that it provides students with qualified, competent and time 
commitment teachers and academic staff.
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• Guidelines:

- All the academic staff and research supervisors, who are responsible for international programs and courses, are 
expected to have an appropriate level of English proficiency. Documents are needed for proof of qualification. 

- The institution should assure that the number of its faculty and academic staff are enough to accomplish its 
educational objectives successfully.

Required Documents 

- CVs of all professors and teaching staff including: 
• Responsibilities and activities within the Institution; 
• Professional and academic qualifications; 
• Summary of academic career experiences; 
• Publications, academic papers and conferences.
• Evidence of English language proficiency (an official English language test, international publications, 

studying abroad and so on.)  

6)  INSTITUTIONAL RESOURCES 

• Standard: The institution provides students with the following facilities: human resources and information, 
physical and technological resources.
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• Guidelines:

I. Human Resources

- The institution provides a sufficient number of qualified 
and experienced staff in library and/or other learning/
information resources including international office, 
dormitory office, and IT department to assist students 
during their studies.

II. Information, Physical, and Technological Resources 

- The institution assures that there are adequate classrooms, laboratories, research centers, study rooms and 
other specialized teaching areas, which provide safe, appropriate and equipped space for all the students.

- The Institution library, in both traditional and online forms, provides relevant research publications and 
materials including copies of set texts, supporting articles and journals. A fully comprehensive guide is 
required to describe the use of traditional and online libraries step by step; both hard copy and digital forms 
of the guidance should be available to all students.

- The institution should provide students with casual and quiet study rooms in which they have free access to 
computer, internet, and printer/scanner.

- The institution should provide students with an official e-mail account.
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7) ON-GOING MONITORING AND EVALUATION 

• Standard: The Institution is required to undertake an annual academic review to evaluate its courses, programs 
and research activities. The results of these evaluations are used to enhance fulfillment of the institution’s 
mission. 

• Guidelines:

- Formal input from students and staff should be taken into account during the academic review process. To do so, 
the institution should provide students, staff and faculty with regular education survey and questionnaires.

- The institution should provide evidence of improvement in each of the following areas based on analysis of the 
results: 

• educational programs and students’ academic development: by analyzing examination results and 
research degrees.

• administrative support services

• academic and student support services

Required Documents 

- Written procedure of evaluation 

- Analyses of student performance including: Records of completion, retention and dropout rates, and pass 
rates.

- Completed student feedback questionnaires (A few Examples need to be sent).
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Submit the required documents with the application form to 

EducationIRAN's office at the following address:

Secretariat for EducationIRAN, No.21, Dameshgh St., 
Vali-e Asr Ave., Tehran 1416753955, Iran.[                    ]
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QUALITY 
ENHANCEMENT PLAN

Enhancing the quality of learning and teaching is the fundamental purpose of EducationIRAN policies. Quality enhancement 
plan focuses on both students and faculties to promote the improvement of educational programs and students’ learning 
experience.

. 1 Review the current status of the candidate institution based on its report and/or on-site review by EducationIRAN.

. 2 Identify weaknesses and opportunities for improvement . 

. 3 Provide the candidate institution with the best possible solutions to improve their weaknesses and possible 
shortcomings.

. 4 Help the candidate institution step by step to reach all the EducationIRAN main standards.

DETAILED PROCEDURE:

[QEP]



20EDUCATIONIRAN 
MEMBERSHIP STANDARDS



21 EDUCATIONIRAN 
MEMBERSHIP STANDARDS

CONCLUSION

EducationIRAN, not only will put Iran on the map, it will also improve the status of domestic higher education 
and raise all standards regarding education, higher education, educational management, resource management, 
and other related fields.

All in all, EducationIRAN is a powerhouse comprised by the most dedicated personnel, creative stakeholders, 
and efficient administrators, backed by governmental support, which sole purpose is to improve, develop and 
expand Iran’s higher education system in its entirety, regardless of being national or international, for, to reach 
the standards currently in place on the global scale, we must achieve the same level of quality at home.
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